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Part TIT: COMPARATIVE POLITICAL CULTURE

"In the final analysis, our task is to reslize a
symbiosis of our Negro-African values and European
values -~ Buropean values because Europe contributes
the principal technical means of the emerging
civilization. Not all the values from either side
are to be retained: Some are nbgut1v0° others,
belonging to the past, are interesting only as
folklore. In a word, sub-Sahsran man must realize
his full potential as a man of the twentieth century,
and at the same time make his contribution to the

Civilization of the Universal."

Léeopold Sédar Senghor

So far, we have attempted to give a general account of
seven of Kenya's main ethnic groups describing for each
the most important economic, social, and traditional cul-
tural aspects. This was based on available anthropological
and other literature, supplemented by official statistics
and the results of our own survey. We feel, this des-
cription is necessary for the non-African reader who lacks
fundamental information on these societies, information
which may be taken for granted in cases more familiar to
"Western" observers. Moreover, we are fairly sure, that even
many Kenyans are unfamiliar with basic facts concerning
ethnic groups other than their own.

We now proceed to an analysis of "political culture"

"subjective" dimension

We are dealing here mainly with the
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" level of Kenya's society.

of politics at the "mass
"Structural®" factors will only be considered in so

far as they constitute a "vertical and "horizontal
frame (consisting mainly of ethnic groups and “classes")
in which the cultural elements can be located. The parti-
cular dynamics of these structures and their interactions
are discussed elsewhere. "Elite" aspects of Kenya's
political culture (e.g. consensus about the "rules of

the game", potential coalition behavior, etc.) also are

excluded here.

We first discuss some formative factors which contribute

to the specific pattern of Kenya's political culture.

We then turn to political identifications at different
levels of Kenya's society. This is followed by a dis-
cussion of relevant religious,economic and political
attitudes which characterize the seven groups today.
Finally, orientations towards the present national poli-
tical system and various fundamental political issues

are compared and examined to see what light they may

shed on future developments. For such "attitudinal' cha-
racterizations our survey data provide the main source

of information.

In order to save space and not to swamp the reader with
informations and documents some of which may be of rela-
tively little interest, vwe only report those findings in
detail which are particularly outstanding and characteristic
for a specific group. Only where the distribution of a
certain variable seems to be of interest for all the groups
concerned, we reproduce a table in full, together with

the necessary and most relevant controls. In each case

"gigni-

the results were subjected to a chi-square test of
ficance", i. e. the probability that these findings are
not purely due to chance. All results reported here are

significant at least at the 0.05 level, i. e. a probability




of 95 %. In most instances the level of sgignificance

1y is considerably higher than that. Where it
seems to be of interest and indicative for certain
Theoretical propositions, measures indicating the
strength of an association, as lambda, gamma, eta, etec.,
depending on the level of measurement (nominal, ordinal,
or interval) of the variables concerned, are reported as
well. We also do not want to create the impression of a
"false accuracy" by quoting percentages taken from our
survey up to the last decimal point. In view of the
limitations of our sample we do not feel that such a
procedure would be justified. We are fairly confident,
however, that our results do reflect a correct order of

nagnitude for most of the variables discussed here.
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CHAPTER 1: SOME FORMATIVE FACTORS

The dominant attitudes existing in a given society

at a given point in time have been shaped of course,

by a great variety of influences. These lie both in the
individual psychological sphere, and in the collective
experiences which larger groups of people have in common.
So far, no theoretical model is able to account adequately
for the asppearance of particular attitudes. Early "national
character" studiesT) based on rather simplistic psycho-
analytic assumptions, drew far-reaching inferences from
patterns of early childhood trainung to political atti-
tudes and personality structures. Almond and Verba, in
view of the results of the first major cross—cultural
study which they conducted, discounted the influences of
early childhood socialization: "... we would be most
hesitant to attribute... gross differences in political
culture to the relatively slight differences in child-
hood socialization brought to light in our findings.

They seem more clearly to be related to characteristics
of the social enviromment and patterns of social inter-
actions, to specifically political memorieg, and to
differences in experience with political structure and per-
formance."g) And tHey expressed the hope that "...the most
productive research on political psychology in the future
will treat childhood socialization, modal personality
tendencies, political orientation, and political structure
and process as separate variables in a complex, multi-
directional system of causality."B)

1) Cf., e. g., the works by Benedict, Ruth, The Chrysanthemum
' and the Sword, Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1946 (on Japan);
Goser, Geciirey and Rickman, John, The People of Great

Russia, London: Cresset Press, 19497 Mead, Margaret,
Soviet Attitudes Toward Authority, New York: Mc Graw-Hill,
1957y or ochaliner, Rertram Fatherland - A Studv of

$3 crond . . o r=—ra Tow York . 04
Authorifarianism in the German Family, New York, T1948.

2) Almond and Verba, op. cit., p. 34.

3) Ibid.

et s e
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Later studies on political socialization attempted to
consider a wider range of variables and to analyze the
effect experience in schools, at work, in peer-groups,
voluntary organizations etc., on an individualfs cogni-
tive, affective and evaluative orientations towards
politics.4) From these studies a more refined picture

of the different structures and processes which shape
political attitudes and behavior has emerged. Most

studies of this kind have been restricted to the United
States so far and deal with institutions. The socio-
psychological approach employed in most of these works
tends to neglect such relevant factors as a person's level
of political information for political and economic
interests depending on "class" positions.5 One reason why
the effects of class may have been overlooked is the fact
that economic interests and the effects of family and
other socialization tend to coincide when there is no !
inter-generational class mobility.

4) For a summary of major studies in the 1850', cf. Hyman,
Herbert H., Political Socialization, New York: The Free |
Press, 1959, Tater Works include: Greenstein, Fred ) gl .
Children and Politics, New Haven: Yale University Press, ¢
1965; Easton, David and Dennis, Jack, Children in the |

Political System: Origins of Political Tegitimacy, New

York: Mc Graw-Hill, 1969; or Langton, Kenneth P., Politi-
!
|

|

L T e p—

cal Socialization, New York: Oxford University Press,
1969. See also the readers edited by Adler, Norman and
Harrington, Charles, The Learning of Political Behavior,
Glenview/III.: Scott, Foresman & Co., 1970; Dennis, Jack,
Socialization to Politics - A Reader, New York: Wiley, .
19775 or Greenberg, Edward S., Polifical Socialization, §
New York: Atherton, 1070.

5) Some of this criticism is raised, for example, in March,
David, "Political Socialization: The Tmplicit Assumptions
Questioned", British Journal of Political Science, I

|

(1971), pb. 453 - 465; cf. also the discussion by |
Schissler, Jakob, Politische Kultur und Politische f
g =3 |

Struktur, unpublished Manuscript.




In Kenya, the situation is complicated by thevariety

of social and political traditions and the different -
"modernizing" influences at work on various:-ethnic
sroups todey. These include the differential impact of
foreign elements, starting with colonial rules, but
continuing through "demonstration effects" and through
outright dependence and neocolonial forms of domination.

In the following section we consider the impact on poli-
tical attitudes and behavior of a limited number of
factors: 1) aspects of family socialization in the
different ethnic groups, 2) membership in modern
voluntary organizations, 3) the differential impact
of the modern mass media, and as a more collective source
of influence, 4) the particular historical experiences
which important groups of people have had in recent de
cades. The influence of Kenya's modern school system,
work relations, particularly in a modern administrative,
commercial or industrial setting, and aspects of "peer-
group" socialization are dealt with only cursorily
espite their importance§>Far~reachinr inferences should
not be drawn from the limited amount of data presented
here which deal with only some of the relevant factors

<

a.) Pamily socialization:

In our survey we included a number of questions re-
lating to patterns of decision-making and punishment
in the families of our respondents. Our first set of
questions inquired about the patterns of decision-~
making and authority in the generation of the parents
of our respondents: "When you were a child, who made

the decisions relating to economic matters (e.g. the

6) Some of the effects of school education on political
values in East African countries are discussed, for

example, in: Prewitt, Kenneth d ) Education and
Political Values, Nalrobi: haw, Atrd cap——————

,,,,,

Publishing House, 1971.




planting of crops, the work different persons do etc.)?";
and: "When a child was punished for some bad behavior,
who did it usually?"7> The responses are summarized in
table III.1:

Table ITII.1: Parents' decision-making; by ethnic group:

Economic matters;
decided by (%): Kik. Kam. Mij. Luy. Luo Kal. Maas. Tot.
L% 3

Father | 42 66 42 54 58 63 5 ° 53
Mother 20 5 6 14 13 - 5 11

Both 35 26 46 %2 29 37 38 o4

Somebody

else 5, . 6 —— —_— - 1 2
Total 100 100 . 100 « 400 - 400 100~ 100 - 40D
Children

punished by:

Father 42 50 60 64 59 59 65 55
Mother 38 29 16 320 19 28 1% 27
Either |
one 19 20 18 6 22 1% 22 17
Somebody
else 1 1 6 - e - o 1
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Total
weighted N: 270 152 8 156 192 92 106 1054

This pattern clearly reflects the traditionally domina ting
Sl I s : . 8 : 9 :
position of the male in these societies, ) but in at lest

one third of all cases women also took part in the eco-

s e

7) Questions 28 a and b.

8) See also the respective sections in Part II above.
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nomic decision-making. The relatively higher share of
mothers who make economic decisions among the Kikuyu,
Tuyia and Luo is explained to a large extent by the
higher degree of male absenteeism (husbands working in
town or on large-scale farms) in these groups (32% of
the fathers of our Kikuyu, Iuyia and Luo respondents were
engaged in non-sgricultural occupations compared to 20%
on the average for the other groups). Only 46% of the
respondents whose fathers were in non-agricultural
occupations reported that economic decisions were made
by the father compared to 57% of the respondents coming

from agricultural families.

In the punishment of children women play even greater
roles, but still in all groups the husbands were most
often responsible for the punishment. Some generational
change in this regard is also indicated by the fact that
65% of those of our respondents who are above the age

of 50 said that as a child they were usually punished
by their father, whereas this figure is only 51% for

the group aged below %0.

The differences between the generations become even

more pronounced when we compare table III.1 above, with
the answers by those of our respondents who are married
and to whom we put the same questions concerning their

own family today:

Insert table III1.2: Decision-making in own family;
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Table LIT . 21 Decision-making in own family; by ethnic group :

Economic matters;
decided by (%): } Kik. Kam.Mij. Luy. Iuo Kal. Maas. Tot.

Father 53 76 72 68 58 90 71 66

Mother 15 1. 48 Pt 88 B hes 1 14

Both %0 & 19 14 25 1o L

Somebody

else 2 3 - - — —— - 9
Total 100 100 100 100 100 4100 100 100

Children ’
Punished by:

Father 5¢ T30 37 34 s 47 39
Mother Al 52 24 23 26 % 1 37
Either
one 27 132 39 33 28 22 24 27
Somebody
else 2 5 == — e e —— o
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 400 100
Total
weighted N: 102 124 4 130 1328 59 83 800

As becomes apparent from these comparisons, in the
younger generation the mothers, indeed, play a greater
role in the punishment of the children (in no group do
the fathers constitute a najority among those responible
for punishment, whereas in the older generation only

one group, the Kikuyu, mentioned the fathers in less
than 50% of all cases). The economic decision-making,
however, presents a different pPicture. While the per-
centage of woman who make economic decisions on their

own increased slightly (from 11% in the older to 14% in




the younger generation on the average), the percentage
of those who make the decisions together with their
husbands was cut by half (17% in the younger generation
compared to 34% in the older one). Our hunch that thege
changes are due to a large extent to the more general
social and economic developments which have ocurred

in Kenya in recent decades is confirmed by a closger look
at the "class" position of the respective groups of
respondents. Here, among the still largely subsistence-—
oriented "proletaroids" 2 the traditionally somewhat
limited positions of males in day-to-day economic affairs
has remained unchanged (49% of husbands make economic
decisions compared to 53% for the fathers in the older
generation), and the number of women who make decisions
completely on their own has even increased (to 30%) ,
because of the higher level of male absenteeiem in

this group today. In the "agricultural bourgeoigie",

on the other hand, the economic role of males now con-
cerned with the planting of cash~crops and the keeping
of grade cattle has been greatly strengthened. There,
67% of the husbands and only 14% of the wives decide in
economic matters, the number of those making joint
decisions (19% compared to %4% on the average in the
older generation) has also been reduced. These changes
become even more bronounced in the non-agricultural classes:
70% of the husbands and only 12% of the wives make the

economic decisions in these groups, 16% make them Jgointly.

In contrast to what perhaps might have been expected,
modern developments have not led to a higher degree of
"emancipation" of married women, at least in the vital
sphere of economic decision making, but rather to a
‘greater confinement of women to their more limited roles

9) For a discussion of this Terminology see also Part I,
chapter 1 above.




as housewives both in towns and in the more modern
agricultural sector. Only in cases where married women
pursue a cash-earning occupation of their own (and this
ig still a very small number in Kenya today), has the
advent of "“modern times" actually decreased their eco-

nomic dependence on their husbands.

How these changes in family structure and authority
affect the socialization of children is revealed by a
comparison of the methods of punishment in the parents'

generation of our respondents and their own:

Insert table III.3%: Methods of child
punishment ;

10) Questions 28 ¢ and d. In order to be able To com-
pute rank order correlations for these variables grou-
ped the responses to these questions into an appro-
wimate ordinal scale ranging from verbal forme of
punishment through deprivation of privileges and
mild physical punishment to severe physical punish-
ment.




s e

Table III.%: Methods of child punishment; by generation

and ethnic group:
Parents' J
generation (%)4 Kik. Kam. Mij. Luy. Iuo Kal. Maas. Tot.
Verbal
punishment % 3 3 10 = 8 3 5
Deprivation of .
privileges 5 1 - 6 7 - 11 5
Mild physical
punishment 6 3 e 4 — 3 - ) :
Severe physical _ '
punishment 69 90 88 77 84 89 80 80
Other 1% 3 9 3 6 - 6 7
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Rospondents*)

generation:

Verbal 25 . 21 12. .47 45 .25 42 18
Deprivation 4 s - 6 —-— - e 3

Mild physical 4 2 - 2 —_— = - 2 |
Severe phys. 62 73 88 7% 85 75 88 76
Other 5 = w2 o mea  ae 4 |
Total 100 100 100 4100 100 ‘00 100 100 |
Total weighted _

N: 255 146 87 158 191 92 107 10%6

*) Respondents with own children only
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As this table shows, severe physical punishment such

as beating or "caning"

is the method reported most often
by all groups. In the older generation the variations
between the groups are not very great. Only the per-
centage for the Luyia and, in particular, for the Kikuyu
are below the mean. This also coincides with the signi-
ficantly higher level of education both for the fathers
(25% among the Kikuyu and 13% among the Luyia had some
formal schooling compared to a mean of 10% for all the
other groups) and the mothers of our respondents (14%
among the Kikuyu, and 1%% smong the Iuyia compared to

a mean of 4% for the other groups). When we control for
this factor the deviation of the ITuyia disappears, but
the lower percentage for the Kikuyu remains significant
even among illiterate parents. The correlation between
the level of education of the fathers and the severeness
of punishment is relatively weak, but still significant
= -0.063; p<0.05). For the mothers

correlation is even weaker (rQ = - 0.045) and above the

i
)]
t
o
=]
b
n

(Spearman's r_
o

0.05-1level of significance.

Again the differences between the generations are very
pronounced. Severe forms of physical punishment have
been greatly reduced in the younger generation asmong
the Kikuyu, Kamba, Luyia and Kalenjin, while verbal
methods (scolding, admonishing) have significantly in-
creased. As further analysis shows, these chsnges again
can be attributed largely to the more general economic
development and social differentiation which have
taken place and by which these groups have been more
strongly affected than the Luo, Mijikenda and Maasai.
Among agricultural proletarocids severe forms of physical
punishment remain common for all groups (82% on the
average), whereas this figure drops to 69% for the
agricultural bourgeoisie and to 70% for all non-agri-

cultural classes combined. The differences according
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to the level of education of our respondents are even
more striking: 84% of the illiterates reported severe
physical punishment as the usual method, while only

71% of those with some primary and 62% of those with

some secondary education did so (the Spearman corre-
lation coefficient between level of education of our res-
pondents and severness of punishment is =0.34). The

sex of our respondents, on the other hand, is of rela-
tively little importance for the over-all results (75%

of the males compared to 78% of the females report

severe methods of physical punishment). In this case

the traditionally somewhat "softer" attitude of women

is balanced by the generally lower level of formal
education among them. When we control for this latter
factor the sexdifference becomes evident: 80% of the
illiterate females reported using severe forms of physi-
cal punishment compared to 89% of illiterate males, while
only 46% of women with some secondary education punished

severely compared to 65% for their male counterparts.

These results concerning the reported behavior of res-
pondente are supplemented and, to a certain extent, con-
firmed by answers to one attitudinal item included at

a different point in our interviews: "A child should never

7
be asked to do anything unless he is told why."|1)

Table III.4: Attitude towards child-rearing; by ethnic group:

Tell children (%)] Kik. Kem. Mij. Tuy. Iuo Kal. Maas. Tot.

Agree 2 Y6 58 66 55 Y7 53 65
Disagree 27 35 42 33 45 2% 47 35
Don't know 1 —— — 1 - - o
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 “100
Total weighted N:i 268 155 % 157 193 G2 108 1069
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As we can see, the disagreement is strongest among
the Mijikenda, Luo and Maasai, which coincides with
findings for the younger generation in the previous
table.qg) Severe methods of physical punishment and
thus, if we may call it so, a certain "suthoritarianism"

in child-rearing practices were most common in these

A3 ’ Ty
groups. 3) Controls by class tend to work 1in the same

direction: Disagreement to thig item is strongest among
the agricultural proletaroids (40%), reaches an inter-
mediate level in the non-agricultural classes (32%), and
is lowest in the agricultural bourgeoisic (22%). Age,
level of education, and place of residence are of Vvery
1little importance in this regard, while a control by sex
produces a significantly different response by females

N,

(30% disagreeing compared to 38% for males).

12) At first sight, the ljevel of agreement seems to be
rather high for all groups, which spparently con-
tradicts the actual behavior of our respondents
reported above. Ve have reason to believe, however,
that this quite difficultly worded item (one of the
relatively few "negative" statements in our inter-
view) has produced a fairly high "socle" of "yeah-
sayers" in all groups. We think, therefore, that the
relative differences between the groups rather than
IhaTr absolute levels of agreement are most relevant
to our interpretation.

1%) Whether this attitude is also related to a more
general "political sauthoritarianism" will be further
discussed in chapter It.e) of this part below.
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b.) Organization membership:

Tn addition to "primary" socialization in the family

a great number of "secondary" and even "tertiary" influ-
ences shape a person's social and political attitudes and
behavior. Some of these, such, as school authorities

or industrial relations, probably affect ethnic groups

in Kenya, in the same fashion while others may be

more specifically related to cultural traditions. Among
the latter is "1'art de s'associer", as de Tocqueville
called it.qq) This has been the center of attention of

o number of writers on "mass society" who attempt to

analyze the functioning of democratic process under

15)

" conditions

modern "mass
The existence of "voluntary associations" has been re-
garded as important for transmitting the interests of

a group and enhancing both the material and psychological
well-being of its members under otherwise very unstruc-

. . 16
"onomic" circumstances. )

tured and often
To probe for influences of this kind we included a
number of questions in the survey referring to member-
ship in formal organiZations& The guestions dealt with
one particularly striking form of loosely structured
common endeavors, the "Harambee" or "self-help" efforts

which can be found in Kenya today among all ethnic groups

14) de Tocqueville,_ Alexis, De la Démocratie en Amérique,
Livre II, Deux rieme Partie, Chapitre V (1n tThe edition
sed by us: Paris, Union Gcnérale d' Editions, 1963%,
o 282%

15) The most comprehensive work on this subject is
still Kornhauser, William, The POl]b1C of Mass
Society, New York: The Free Préss, 1959.

16) For a study of organisations of this kind in an
African context cf., e. g., Little, Kenneth, West
African Urbanization: The ST tudy of Voluntary “suo-
ciations 1n social bhanvc;fhonaon' Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1965,




and classes. A first series of questions referred to

%)

¢

membership in any professional organization (such a

cooperatives, the Kenya Farmer's Association, unions,
/] r

the chamber of commerce, etc.): /)

Table ITI.5 Membership in professional organizations;

by occupation:

Wor-
Un~ kers Pro-| Sub- Total*)
Skill-|skill-|Skill- |Un- in in-|gres4 sis- i
Kind of |ed ed ed skill- [form sive| tencejall
occu~ white |white |blue ed la-|al far-| far- |ococu-
pation |collar|collar|collar borer |sectormers mers Ipied
Percen-
tage omn
ganized 62 22 50 17 8 h4 10 3%
Total N: 48 41 24 Lhe e 80 5 215
I

* % .
) Excluding housewives, unemployed, and students

The level of organization thus clearly is highest

]
o
(]

the skilled "white collar" (i.e. mainly manageria
occupations, members of the "professions", etc.) and
ekilled "blue collar" workers (such as highly quali-
fied craftsmen, foremen etc.), and the "progressive"
farmers (amounting to 40% or more). On the other hand,
only a sixth of the laborers is professionally or-
ganized. Percentages for workers in the informal sector
and subsistence farmers are even lower. Within each
occupational category men tend to be members of pro-
fessional organizations more often than women (%4% on
the average for males compared to 17% for females;

- r = 0.19, p<0.001), and those in the middle age groups

- %0 - 49 year - more often than in the younger and older

17) Question 6 I.




ones (34% on the average compared to 16% of those

below the age of 30 and 15% for those aged 50 ang above;
r =0.06, p < 0.05.Initial differences by ethnie group
(the Kikuyu having by far the highest level of organi-
zation, followed by the Ka \lenjin, Luyia and Luo) become
insignificant when the occupation of each respondent
was controlled for.

A second question asked at a different point in our

interviews, concerned membership in any non-prefessio-

nal voluntary association, such ag private ClUDb,uOF]OLlCC

"tribal welfare association", sports organizations and
: 18

the like. )

proved to be most revealing:

Here, the distribution by ethnic groups

e S ——

Table III.6: Ilembership in non- nﬂoF“ﬁ*lunq; Vvolunte

association; by ethnic _Broup:

Percentage 3

organized in:| Kik. Kam. Mij. Luy.'gggmﬁgg. Maas. Tot.
Sports, Hobby!

or youth org. 4 3 4 8 8 5 2 ¢
Harambee or

charity org. 10 4 S 3 1 3 1 5
Tribal wel-

fare asso- *

ciations ] - T 3 2 — R 1
Political

party 4 3 —- 6 —_— - - 2
Other 13 5 - 2 5 5 3 6
Total orga-

nized 31 15 14 23 16 .11 6 19
leighted N: 84 24 14 37 30 10 V4 206

18) Question 17 a.
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Again the Kikuyu (almost one third of our respon-
dents) have by far the highest

organized in some voluntary association, followed by

percentage of those

the Luyia. Luo, Kamba, Mijikenda, and Kalenjin occupy a
somewhat lower intermediate position, while the Maasai
come last. The relatively great number of Kikuya en-
gaged in some "Harambee" or charity organizations is
also remarkable. Differences among the other groups

and those concerning other forms of organization, given
the low number of respondents in these sub-categories,
do not seem to be significant. The relatively low
number mentioning membership in a political party (KANU
being the only one at the time of our interviews), and,
somewhat surprisingly, in a "tribal welfare association"
such as the "Gikuyu, Embu and Meru Association" (GEMA)
or the "Luo Union", also are noteworthy. The activities
of the "Luo Union" and the "Abaluyia Association" seem
to have lapsed somewhat in recent years. GEMA, which
first came to life in the early 1970s, and which is the
most active group today, does not seem to have pene-
trated the rural areas to any large extent at the time

of our interviews in ear]y 1974,

Controls show that membership in voluntary assoc iations
is highest in the agricultural bourgeoisie ( ) and

the urban middle and upper classes (20%). It drops to
17% for the lower urban classes and to 14% for the
agricultural proletaroids. Organization membership is
also significantly related to the sex (1%% for the
females compared to 24% for males; Pearson's v = 0.14,
p< 0.001) and level of education (11% for illiterates
compared to 24% for those with some primary and 29%
for those with some secondary education; r = 0.18, p
0.001) of our respondents, while age or place of resi-

dence (independent of the class position) do not exer-




19)

cise a gignificant separate influence. Further inquiries
indicate that membership in these organizations is
fairly stable (more than 80% of those organized said
that they have been a member for more than one year,

the majority has been a member for more than five years).
Somewhat more than two thirde pay fees for their member-
ship and attend meetings regularly. About one fourth

of those organized also held an office in an organization
at some time. ’

4 third set of questions was specifically related to a

form of OJPHELU&TiGH, which has become a distinct feature

L e

of Kenyva's over-all economic system and which tends to

L W SRS, - 5L PRI S o g e ol A TN S BE o v b= i
mitigate somewhat its otherwise strong "capitalistic®
orientation. These are the "b”*Ab<cm or "self-help” groups.

They -are often formed on an ad hoc hasis to carry out a
particular local development project, such as the building
of & school or a health center, the congtruction of

piped water supplies, a csttle-dip, or some similar works.
Other Harambee efforts have an even larger scope, as, for
oxample the collection in some areas of 1arge sunmg of
noney for the réU]CJnL ‘Institutes of Technology", in

recent years.  ° Net rarely projects of this kind slso

m

o 1N 1] Y e by o e g ey o ey - oy - = | ~5
serve as springboards for aspiring local and even natio-

nel politicians, who seek to gain election support by

teking the lead in such efforts or by contributing con-

20) For a more general discussion of Kenya's economic
system and the ron of Harambee see also Berg-Schlosser,
Dirk and Schneider-Barthold, Wolfgang, chapter on

(o 0 B

"Wirtschaft und Entw1cklumg in: Leifer, Walter (ed), Ke-
nig, Tibingen: Horst Erdmann, 1977, pp. 259 T1.s

21) Some of the more critical aspects of projects of this
IPTTGW tTﬁC are also discussed, for example, by

igo, C Gideon C., "The Political

4

-

Godfre I".’I""“f' in and Mut 0
hcon013 of Self-Help. Kenya's Harambee Institutes of
¢ %3 o ol 3 5 7
Technology, ‘a::dLau Journal of African Studies, Vol.

pass ;7...... e T -

VIIT. No . 1870, pp. G009 = 157
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22) Even though

siderable amounts of money themselves.
a number of these communal projects are -ill-con-

ceived, badly organized, or abused for some personal
purposes, efforts of this kind constitute one of the

most important forms of social organization in Kenya
today, frequently meking use of more traditional social
ties, such as clan or,where it still exists, age-set mem-

bership.

Answers of our respondents indicate some interesting

differences in the level of participation in efforts

of this kind by class and ethnic group:

Table III.7: Pgrticination in Harquogwgijgrts:

= e e s e

by class and ethnic group:

Percentages
by class Kik. Kam. Mij. Tuy. Imo Kal. Maas. Tot.

e R e A S T 8

Non-agric.
middle + up-
per classes | 69 9% (80) (87) (75) (100)(100) 78

Proletariat 56 8% (57) 46 72 80 (80) 60

Non-agric.
proletaroids
+ sub-prole-

tariat 49 0 £20) r == L8O) . . 66rond 33, (B0 . 51

Kgric. bour- \

geoisie 94 (50) (50) 83 100 Q2 62 86

Agric. pro-~ ,

letaroids 81 81 62 63 92 90 16 70

Total e 79 60 65 86 87 29 71

Total weigh-—

ted N: 258 151 96 146 182 85 99 1017

(Numbers in parentheses indicate an N of less than 10

respondents for a particular sub-category)

22) The role of Members of Parliament, for example, in
this regard is further discussed in chapter 5 e of
this part below.
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The percentage of those participating in Harambee
efforts is thus, on an over-all ethnic basis, highest
among the Kalenjin and Luo, followed by the Kamba and
the Kikuyu. In the last group the lower percentages

for members of the non-agricultural classes (and their

B

relatively greater number) contribute most strongly

to this relatively low score. Within the agricultural
classes alone the Kikuyu rank as high as members of

the other leading groups. The Luyia and Mijikenda arec at
the lower end of the scale of those engaged in self-
help efforts, because of the relatively low level of
involvement og the agricultural proletarocids in these
groups. The Maasai again rank last; their figure of 6%
for the rural proletaroids (i.e. still mostly nomadic
herdsmen in this case) is the lowest for any of . the
sub-categories listed above.

4

The over-all differences by class indicate a relatively
strong rural component in this kind of organization:
The agricultural bourgeoisie clearly shows the highest
level of involvement of all classes, followed by the
members of the non-agricultural middle and upper classes.
Their ability to pay is of course also much higher than
that of the lower classes, when monetary contributions
to Harambee projects are required. Among the latter,
again the agricﬁltural proletaroids are more active than
the urban proletariat or their non-agricultural counter-
parts. The over-all difference between town and coun-
tryside amounts to 71% of our respondents participating
in the rural areas compared to 60% among the urbanites;
(r = 0.08, p « 0.001). Males are again somewhat more
active than females (73% compared to 65%; r = 0.08,
p<0.01). The level of activity also is higher in the
middle age groups (81%), compared to 70% for those aged

23%) Bee also our discussion of the significance of
rural political participation in chapter 5 b of
this part below.
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above 50, and 62% for those below the age of 30 (r = 0.10,
p< 0.001). Education shows a curvilinear relationship:
Those with some primary education are most often engaged
in Harambee efforts (76%), compared to 63% for illite-
rates, and 67% for those with some secondary education
(the over-all Pearson correlation is r = 0.08, p< 0.001).

By far the majority of the Harambee efforts involving
our respondents concern the cons struction or further
improvement of schools and other educational facilities
(60% of all the projects mentioned). 17% of the projects
relate to health centers, water supplies or similar
local infrastructural improvements, another 17% concern
some non-local public purposes (such as the already
mentioned regional institutes of technology). 5% are
devoted to churches. The majority of our respondents
(70%) mede cash contributions (12% of them donating

more than Kshs 100!). About one fourth contributed by
working on the project itself, 5% gave donations in kind
(such as chickens or goats which then could be suctio-

ned).24>

c.) Media Exposure:

Another important factor responsible for shaping per-
sonalities and social and political attitudes is expo-

. . . 25
sure to the modern media of mass communication. )>

24) Some absolute figures concerning the level of dona-
tions by members of the different ethnic groups are
also contained in our table "“Comparative data..." above.

25) One of the earliest empirical studies of the effects
" of mass communications in the developing areas is
Lerner, Daniel, The Passing of Traditional Society =
Modernizing the Middlec Fast, New York: The Iree
Press, 1958. O?ﬁﬁ% lmﬁiffkhf works in communications
theory include: Klapper, Joseph T., The Effects of Mass
Connunycq11onh Jew York: The Free Press, 1900. Rogers,
Tverett M., The Diffusion of Innovations, New York:
The Free Press, 1062; scnramm, Wilour, P§\h Media and
National n“”“‘oﬁ:f“’u Stanford: Stanford University

~
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Press, 1964; and Pye, Lucian V. \ed ) Commu nications

and Political Development, Princeton: Princcton
V’Jﬂw"ftw-vrwoa 1G62




But, as some proponents themselves hat to realize in

6 )

were overly optimistic as to the "developmental" effects

" often

recent years, early "communications theories
of modern means of communication, and they tended to
overstate the implications of media exposure for the
personalities and social and political attitudes of
the people involved. Our survey data however,show that

exposure to media does have some effect.

The most important means of mass communication in Kenya,
as in most Third World countries, is thefﬁaiio, in par—
ticular the transistorized “pocket™ typc.ay) Official
statistics do not keep track of all radic sets in the
country, but the figure of approximately 500,000 1i~

285 s .4s
) indicates a rough order of

censes issued by 1974
magnitude. In comparison, the approximately 25,000 T.V.
licenses issued by 1974 indicate the very limited

impact of this medium; television remains largely Te-
stricted to the cities and towns and has made very

little headway in rural Kenya.29> The frequency of liste-

- ; : -A %0)
ning to the radio among our respondents is as follows: "’

26) Cf., e.g., Schramm, Wilbur and Lerner, Daniel (eds.),
Communication andChange: Ten Years After, Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 19/0; or Rogers, Everett 1.
(ed.), Communication and Development-Critical Per-
spectives,Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, 19/6.

B

27) For a brief review of the history and development
of the mass media in Kenya see also the section on
"Pregse, Rundfunk und Fernsehen", in Leifer, Walter
(ed.), Kenia, loc. cit., pp. 162 - 176.

28) Cf. Statistical Abstract 1974, loc. cit., p. 108.

29) The use of a TV set is usually also dependent, of
course, on a permanent supply of electricity, which
is not yet available in most parts of rural Kenya.

30) Question 18.




Table ITI.8: Radio exposure; by ethnic group:

B P

Percentages
listening Kik. Kam, Mij. Iuy. Luo Kal. Maas

&)
[ ]
3
o]
=
®

e v 4 e

Almost deily} & 17 5 ke 7 6 9 7

nce or

twice a week| 12 20 13 16 10 28 12 15

Less than
once a week | b4 34 23

Never 30 29 o1

O

38 45 24 41
45 21 58 &7

W F
no

Total 100 100 100 1100 100 106G 100 100

Totalweigh-
ted N: P69 156 93 158 186 92 104 1058

Those who never listen thus are most strongly represen-
ted among the Maasai and Mijikenda, followed by the Luo.

"

This reflects the great number of people still

following
a largely traditional way of life in these groups. This
pattern of radio exposure is also closely connected to
other important socio-economic characteristics: Those
never listening are most frequent among the agricultural
proletaroids (51%), compared to 29% for the agricultural
bourgeoisie, 27% for the urban proletarial and 10% for
the salariat. The over-all rural-urban ratio of those
never listening to the radio is 41% to 14%;(r = 0.08,

p< 0.01). Those with a higher level of education also
listen much more often (only 12% among those with se-
condary education never listening compared to 60% for the
illiterates; r» = 0.18. p< 0.001). Sex (28% of males never
listening compared to 49% for females; r = 0.16, p<0.01)
"is an additional factor influencing this pattern, even
when level of education and place of residence are con-
trolled for (the partial correlation than is 0.12, p <
0.001). The effect of age, on the other hand, becomes

insignificent aftertheSe controls.

[}
g
|
|
{
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Of those listening to the radio almost three-fourths

do so at home, another fifth at a friend's or neighbor's
place, the rest at some public locality. News and poli-
tical information (44%), educational programs (10%), and
general entertainment are the favorite features mentioned
most often by our respondents. In addition to programs
broadcast either in English or Swahili, transmissions

in the vernacular often proved to be very popular (fa-

vored by 12% of our respondents).

The second most important mass medium is the press.
The three main deily newspapers ("Daily Nation", its

Him

Swahili sister "Taifa Leo", and "The Standard") have a
A
ok

a

combined circulation of about 120,000 copies. In addition,
a large variety of weekly and monthly papers and maga-
zines are published by different social, economic, reli-
gious and other organizations. The frequency of news-
paper exposure of our respondents (either by reading them-
selves or by having it read to them by somebody clwe)ﬁq)

is reported in table III.G:

Table TII.9: Newspaper exposure; by ethnic group:

Percentage;j
reading Kik, Kam. Mij. Luy. Luo Xal. Maas. Tot.

Almost dair-
ly 1
Once or
twice a
week 19 Al 4 19 19 25 10 7
Less than
once a

week 21 Sio, 10 2% o5 4 40 18

Never 48 63 Vaas 37 41 44 Vs 52

no
=
n
=
n

17 15 17 & 13

Total 1100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Totalweigh
ted N:

158 153 9 153 172 89 105 1026

—-




Thus again more or less the same pattern prevails:

The Maasai and Mijikenda clearly have the lowest num-
bers of those exposed to newspapers, this time followed
by the Kamba. The variation among the rest is not very
great. The factors influencing contact with newspapers
are rather similar to those affecting radio exposure:
The number never reading a newspaper 1s highest among
the agricultural proletaroids (68%), followed by the
urban proletariat (47%) and the agricultural bourgeoisie
(42%), but goes down to 12% in the urban middle classes.
xposure is also lower in the countryside (57% of those
in rural areas never read a paper compared to 24% or
those in town; r = 0.11, p<¢ 0.001) among females (71%
never exposed compared to %9% for males; r = Oc24,
p< 0.001) and in the higher age groups (71% of those
aged 50 and above never read a newspaper (on].xca to
46% for those below the age of 30; r = 0.10, p¢ 0.001).
Only 16% of the illiterates are ever exposed to NCWS
reported in the papers which is read to them or told by

others.

About half of those who reacl a newspaper said they

find the political parts most interesting. About one
third is most interested in sports, cultural features,
and other kinds of entertainment. About 5% each look

for economic news and the letters to the editor. The rest
are most interested in a variety of smaller items (*Your

Lucky Stars", etc.), and the advertisements.

Among those who did not report any exposure to the mass
media, about 40% said that they are kept informed by

- family members, friends, or neighbors. Another quarter
stated that they get their information from public offi-
cials (such as local chiefs or sub-chiefs), or at public
meetings ("barazas") orgenized by government officials

r Members of Parliament. A few other minor sources




(local traders, bar owners, etc.) were also mentioned.
Slightly more than one fifth of those not exposed to

the media (11% of our total sample) stated that they

are not informed about things happening outside their
location at all, which includes almost one third each of
our Maasai and Mijikenda respondents, 1%% of the Kamba,

7% of the Luo and between 3 and 5% of the other groups.

d.) Common Historical Experiences:

So far we have discussed some of the factors which are
potentially relevant to the formation of gocio-political
attitudes and the behavior of individuals and the diffe-
rential distribution of these factors in Kenya's main
ethnic groups and classes. In addition to these influ-
ences, some collective experiences contribute to charac-
teristic aspects of the political culture of larger
groups. Experiences of this kind constitute a "collec-
tive memory" of larger groups of people or of a whole
society and reflect the historial events that society
(and all of its members at this time, of course.) have
had to go through. In particular, economic crises like
depressions, revolutions, wars, or political assassina-
tions may leave their "scars" in the life history of a
society and sometimes generations later may. result in
political behavior which otherwise cannot be adequately
understood. Some authors contend, for example, that there
still is a revolutionary consciousness in France dating
back to the events’which followed the seizure of the
Bastille in 1789,32)
pression of the late
the two World Wars in this century have left

and certainly crises like the de-
4

da
920s and early 19%0s, or the ex-~

Hy

perience O

32) Some aspects of the upheaval in France in May 1968
ave, for example, been attributed to this latent
“revolutionary tradition” and consciousness in this
-country's political culture, cf., e.g., Rioux, Lucien
and Backmann, René, L'explosion de mai, Paris:
Robert Taffont, 1968,




their marks in the minds of men and thus in the politi-
cal culture of the societies concerned. Recent ex-
periences in the United States with the war in Vietnanm

or the effects of "Watergate" are cases in point.

The impact of such events, as far as they are not per-
sonally experienced, is transmitted both in its cogni-
tive and its evaluative and possibly also affective
aspects by stories told by parents or other influentia
figures, or is contained in the history or civic lessons
which are part of a personsformal education. Recent and
current events of Course,lare, transmitted by the news
media and other personal undbimpcrsonal communications

4

structures; they contribute to a socializing factor

which sometimes vaguely has been termed "Zeitgeist" (the
"spirit of the tlmos")) However subtle or imperceptible
influences of this kind may be, their importance for the
total picture of a society's political culture can hard-

ly be denied.

In Kenya the most important collective formative ex-
periences of this kind have been the events of the
colonial period, the "emergency", the attainment of

independence, and some of the post-independence crise
o

R
+—UJ

;

such as the assassination of influential politicans.

3%) ¢f. e. g., Schoeps, Hans-Joachim, Was ist und was
d ie GLIC' 3 ebchl(ito - Uber 'hcﬁ-i@ und Praxis
INg , Gotoingen: Musterschmidt-

34) For a brief review of the history of this period
see also Part I, chapter 2 c above.




The impact of these events has been documented by

i 4 = o
. [yt P . b i e T | T St e ) 6)
historians 25) and in noteworthy literary accounts.” -

1

In order to assess the effect such events have on the
destiny of our respondents and their families we in-
cluded two sets of open-ended guestions in our inter-
views, one asking for important events in general which
27) the other

38)

affected the lives of our respondents,
probing more specifically for political events.

The answers to our first,

?

more general Quegstion al-

ready reveals some significant distinctions:

Table IJI.10: Important personal ex (perience

nic group.

Percentage of
events named

Events con-
CCEI."L.LLL re-—~
spondent's:

X K 5 3 T e o T ¥
Kik. Kam. Mij. ILuy. Tuo XKal. Maasg. Tob.

n
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family
health

education
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oconomic
position 1% 4 20 10 14 13 25 1%

Political .
evenv S /|O L! —— 2 /J,- —— I+ [+

Other 7 14 17 11 6 3 24 11

No particu-~
lar event 571 52 35 %6 48 56 28 40

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Total weigh-
ted N: 275 156 96 158 194 92 108 1079

%5) The most comprehensive work covering Kenya's pre-
independence poWvaCdW development is Rosberg and
Jott3 ngham, Op. C 10 T

e e em——— A

%6) Cf., e.g., Ngugi wa Thiongo, Wee MObﬁ Child, London:
Heinemann, 1964; or idem, ”nc l tween, London:

Heinemann, 1965. '

7) Questions 16 a and b.
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The majority of our respondents thus, not surprisingly, |
mentioned events of a largely personal nature. Some of
these, however, point to more general calamitiles as
they are expressed in some of the verbatim answers of
our respondents :;)9>.A 35-year old Kamba peasant: "When-
ever there is drought life is not okay", or an older

attle died." Other

<4

Maasai pastoralisu: "Great hunger, c¢
responses reflect significant features of the tradi

. 2 . 40 o :
tional life of these peoples: / A %2-year old Keyo

peasant's wife reported, for example: "The Suk had rai-

ded us and took the cattle." A 22-year old Maasai woman
stated: "When I had my first-born I was respected more.” i
A Maasai moran boasted: "My cattle raids have alweys

been successful, I have become famous among my collea-

ues" and "Another time I speared a lion dead." Not
= ¥ i

events of this kind had a similarly happy ending, however.

Another Maasai moran: "I was sent to Jail for stealing

cattle." And an approximately 60-year old Maasai woman
complained bitterly: "I'm old now but no help comes. I i
have no way of supporting myself. My only two sons died

o

in warrior fights.'
Table III.10 also indicates one directly political pheno- i
menon,namely the exceptionally high percentage of Ki- i
kuyu respondents (one seventh of those who mentioned

any particular event at all), who spontaneously mentio-
ned some political event as having been most important

in their lives. This relatively high salience of poli-

tics for the Kikuyu as well as specific events they were '
involved in become even more apparent in the responses (

to the more directly political set of questions:

\O
N

Most of the interviews were conduclted in a vernacular
J*“F%uwu7 we reproduce here the verbatim English
transcriptions of our interviewers.

M

40) See also the respective chapters in Part IT abhoVe.




responae
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group

- e e

j. Luy. Imo Kal.

Kolonial rule
in general 4 1 — 4 - 7 - &

State of Emer-
gency (Mau-
Mau ) 3 12 - 11 3 26 I
Attainment of
indepen-
dence ("Uhu-
ru"

ey

N
\n
|
I
I~

Post-inde-
pendence
crises 1 - - e 5 e g 1

\N
N
\N
W
n
{
N

Other events
Total percen-
tage mentio-

ning political
events o 7 20 5 22 ™ 97 8 25

Total weigh-
ted N: 275 56 96 158 194 92 108 1079

Again the Kikuyu have the greatest percentage of those
who state that their lives were affected by some parti-
cular political event. The Kalenjin, Luyia, and Kamba
the occupy an intermediate position, followed by the
Luo, while the Maasai and Mijikenda rank last. The
degree to which our respondents were affected by his-
torical events of the period is also a function of
their age, sex and place of residence. Members of the
older age groups, for example, mentioned political
“events much more often than younger people. (37% among
those aged 50 and above, i.e. who were at about the
age of %0 at the time of the emergency, compared to
18% for those who at the time of our interview were

below the age of 30, and 30% for those in the inter-

mediate age groups). Males are also much more often




affected than females (29% -compared to 19%), and those
living in the rural areas. (27%) compared to 17% for
those in town. Level of education and social class, on
the other hand, do not seem to have any clear-cut in-
fluence in this respect when these other factors are

controlled for.

More interesting even than these more general respongses
are the specific political events mentioned by the
different groups. Thus among the Kikuyu the "Mau Mau"
period clearly was most often referred to as parti-

e

cularly important. The kind of experiences can

illustrated by some of the verbatim responses:

H = T
Ut
O
i

year old Kikuyu peasant: "During the emergency was
deported for © years and ten monthsto Kajiado. All my
roperty and land were destroyed. I had to start all
LY

over." A 40-year old peasant's wife: "I was in prison

"

for 6 monthson pretext that I had fed the terrorists.
A 20-year old farm laborer: "I was unable to move to
Nair obi to seek for a job. I have never earned encugh

" A 24-year old unemployed:"I could

money to go to school.
not start school, because father was a freedom fighter." M
The attainment of independence ("Uhuru") was also
pr&ised most often by our Kikuyu respondents. An 80-year

old Kikuyu peasant: "We Africans are liberated now." |
A 4l~year old Kikuyu cash crop farmer's wife: "We have
more chances, freedom of speech and movement. We can

i “Mau Mau" and the period preceding inde-

own shops.
pendence were not perceived, however, by all groups

in the same way, and some of its side-effects left

somewhat different marks: A 45-year old Kamba peasant:

"We were forced to take oath, some of us were beaten

x

|
- Kamba peasant's wife: "Many ]
(

to death.” Or a %8-year old
people lost possession. Maasail took a lot of cattle,

because Kamba heroces were in the war." !




Significantly, too, post-independence
mainly the formastion and banning of the opposition
party "Kenya People's Union" (KPU), the detension of
its leaders, the assassination of Tom Mboya with the
ensuing widespread unrest, and the somewhat mysterious
death of C.M.G. Argwings-Kodhek, were menticned most
often as particular events affecting their lives by

A

our Luo respondents. A 27-year old cash~crop farmer
stated, for axample: "After the killings of Iiboya and
Kodhek our tribe is now politically backward because

18y

~year old peasant: "My cousin was

e

of the losses.™ A 54
killed as a result of Mboya's death." A 36-year old
laborer: "Tom Mboya would have helped me to secure a

job."

Concluding this chapter, we can state that factors

shaping the political culture of Kenya show some charac-

teristic differences between the major
to an increasing extent, the emerging social classes
are of greater significance. In. the case of family or
"primary" socialization, contrary to what one might
have expected, the position of males is further streng-
thened in the less traditional household, and varies
according to social class, at least as far as economic

1, mothers

o

decigion making is concerned. On the other han

=
cA

apparently assume a greater role in child~rearing as 1
les become primary wage-earners or contrcl cash-crop
farming. Methods of punishment seem to change from often
quite severe physical forms to less severe and in-
creasingly verbal methods. This is reflected in atti-

tudinal changes which were observed.

Modern conditions have also led to a higher level of
orbanization in both professional and non-professional

L il W e Ty o P !
ssociations and the mimerous "Harambee" or

voluntary ¢
self~help activities. The less traditional ethnic groups,

LY

groups, but
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such as the Kikuyu, but also to a somewhat lesser
extent the Luyia, tend to have the highest level of
membership in modern voluntary associations, while the

Maasai, on the other hand, are least affected by or-

U}

ganizations of this kind. In terms of social class,
agriculturalists who grow cash crops and employ ad-
vanced methods of production and those engaged in
non-agricultural occupations, are also organized more
often in modern voluntary associations. For "“Harambee"
efforts, which are often based on more traditicnal forms

of social organization, it can be shown that rural

people are more involved than urban residents.

Modern forms of mass communication differentially

affect Kenya's ethnic groups and classes. They have

the strongest impact of all among the Kikuyu and Luyia,
to a somewhat lesser extent among the Luo, Kamba and
Kalenjin, while the Mijikenda and the Maasal are least
exposed to the modern mass media. Social class differ-
ences within each ethnic group, should not be over-
looked. The middle and upper non-agricultural classes
clearly are more exposed to the modern news media, the
agricultural bourgeoisie is exposed somewhat more strong-
ly than the urban proletariat, while the agricultural

proletaroids clearly come last.

The experience of the colonial period and in parti-

cular "Mau Mau" and the state of emergency still loom
large in the minds of our respondents. It could be

shown, not surprisingly,that the events of this time

and their aftermath are still most keenly felt. by the
Kikuyu who were most engaged in the independence struggle.
The Iuo, on the other hand, expressed their strongest
concern about some of the post-independence crises,

such as the detention or assassination of prominent

|
| |
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politicians from their area. The differences between

other ethnic groups are not as pronounced, but the

relatively greater isolation of groups like the Maasai

=

and Mijikenda from the mainstream of Kenyan politics

» 8 I3

again becomes apparent.

So far, we have provided some background information
concerning important formative factors of Kenya's
political culture. How these different factors effect
particular social and political attitudes, will be

discussed, in greater detail,in subsegquent chapters o

this part below.

the

7
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CHAPTER 2: LEVELS OF SOCIAL IDENTIFICATION

A pcrsoﬁsidentifjcation with various grou@s at distinct
levels of his social environment are among the most basic
factors which . shape political action. These range from
family bonds to identification with social classes, reli-
gious groups, ideological movements, political parties, a
sense of "mational" identity, and, possibly as a last stage,
a feeling of solidarity with mankingd as a whole. In some
individuals a particular identification may become sO pre-
dominant that it tends to prevail over all others as in cases
of extreme ethnocentrism or nationalism. In other persons
multiple identification may exist relatively harmoniously
side by side; they are activated only when a situation calls
for an expression of group solidarity at a particular level.
Together with such "positive" identification "negative" ones
usvually can be found which more clearly define a person's
attachment in terms of his "ingroup - outgroup" membership.
Again some of this negative identification may become ex-
cessive in certain individualg and groups, as in cases of
extreme xenophobia, or they may find their express}on in
strong and persistent ethnic or racial prejudicos.i) The
factors involved in the formation of such attitudes operate
at both a psychological and a social level and they can

only be meaningfully analyzed and adequately understood if
both the "subjective" and "objective" conditions in each

2)

situation are concidered.

1) Cf.. e.g.., Willjam Buchanan's discussion of "Political
- ’ . -’ 7 . » 3 - . e .
Tdentification" in the International Encyclopedia for the
Social Sciences, New York: lMcmillan, 1968.

e——— et e S R A

=

2) This was stressed, for example, by Frik H. Erikeon, who
is the author of some pioneering studies in this field,
cf., e.g. his Childhood and iety, New York: Norton,

4D New York:Norton,

1950; or Identity, Youth and

1968.




It is very difficult to assess the different scopes and
degrees of intensity of positive 'and negative identifica-
tion with the common instruments of empirical research.
Some of the more direct "measures" which have been developed
for this purposea> have proven to be rather limited in

their potenfial applications, especially in cross-—cultural
studies such as ours. Truly comparative quantitative material
ig extremely rare and even the study by Almond and Verba,
which was pioneering in many respects, provides us with rela-

tively little information on this point. Their analysis of

»

what they call "system affect", which deals with answers to the
question "what are the things about this country that you

are most proud of",4> is more concerned with certain attri-
butes of one's society such as the political system and eco-
nomic achievements ; it pre-supposes the existence of this
very society by the kind of question they pose. Little is
revealed, therefore, as to the actual feeling of national
identity which may exist in the countries discussed by them.
This approach can be justified for countries which look back
.an a long period of relatively stable existence, but it is
not possible in areas where new political entities have
emerged more recently, and where identities are in a state of
flux and exist on various levels side by side. Most of the
measures which have been developed so far have focused on

a particular kind of positive or negative identification as
ethnocentrism or the question of "national identity" and do
not deal with possible multiple identification and their

differing degree of intensity within a given political unit.

2) Cf., e.g., the "ethnocentrism-scale" developed by Adorno,
Theodor W., et al in idem, The Authoritarian Personality,
New York: Harper, 1950; or some of the scales reported in
Robinson, John P. and Shaver, Phillip R., Measures of

ia) ~hological Attitudes, Ann Arbor: Institute for

earch, University of Michigan, 1969.

*7Y e —————

4) Almond and Verba,op.cit., p. 64




We do not protcnd to be able to offer any ge

cable and "final'"

solution to the prob)

erally appli-

lem of assessing a

\ . = = o 2oLy oas . . . .
persons different scopes of social identification in their

various degrees of intensity, but we
minary insights may be gained from t

in our survey. These at least

"hunches" advanced by other authors and some of

tions gained by our own experience.

a.) Personal Identity:

Some very limited insights into the as

eem,to confirm

think that

e swers we obtained

preli-

some of the

the expecta-

pect of persona’

identity can be reached from the answers to some of the

items in our study which are related

confidence and "self~cstecm”.5> The s

"I feel that I'm a pe
cale with 6)

our respondents in an affirmative ma

others" 1s answered by

"agree strongly"). The scores of most

show a great deal of variation to this

Maasai, where 80% so responded. This
significant when we control for age,
occupation and social "class" of our
do not want to imply too much in such
seems to
of showing an expression of high self-
extreme, the score of the Kalenjin of

too, and remains consistent regardles

N
N

ton LN versi Lv
items have been employed in our su

6) Item no. 39 of question 40 in our
our "Methodological Appendix"

~

chapter 7 d

7) See also Part II,

son of worth, at least on an equal

confirm the more general reput

hich

auestionnaire
below.

to a personis self-

tatement, for example,

almost two-thirds of

nner ("agree somewhat" or

of the groups do not

mean, except for the

difference remains

sex, level of education,

respondents. While we

a sing]e finding, it
tion of the Maasai

7) At

only 42% is remarkable,

tiie other

oo s am
Gutv@'

s of the control factors.

by Rosenberg, Morris,
, Princeton: Prince-
a few selected
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@
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n
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above.




We do not have any ready explanation for this deviation,
although the imperfections of the sample may account for
some part of it. (Younger males are slightly

over-repre-
sented in comparison to the other groups; their smbitior
i

be higher than their present conditions are able +o satisfy).

One other item probing for a similar att titude

("On the whole,
o : 18)
sfied with myself ) proved to be more .ytrowfly

I am sati
.9) _
related to the general sat: sfaction

sati: with the present way o

life (e.g. ma inly the economic situation of our resy
and does not show ar ny significant de

2viation on the basis of
141 .

Nt

the respective ethnic groups. However, when we convtrol
this variable for economic satisfaction in order to get more

directly at the aspect of personal satisfaction with oneself
4 i

and "self-esteem™ in general, a highly significant relation—

ship emerges which, in fHo;’:unbejw;'s: terminology had

It

Sl e 1= S , . "
suppressed" before. ) It turns out, that the Ma

show the highest level of self-esteem (;;ppmr imately 75%) while
the personal sati sfaction of the Kalenjin is by far the

lowest of all groups (only about one third agreed with the

above sta xtement, the mean for all groups being close to 60%).

8) Item no. 18 of question 40.

9) A value for gamma of more than 0.15 Ccompared with a re-
lationship of less than 0.05 with the previotisitem.

10) Cf. also the disc cussion of atbti tnoc,k. relating to this

N o

sphere in chapter 2 of this rart below.

11) The inter-item product-moment correlation between thesge
two statements of 0.006 is also very low.

no
N A

Cf. Rosenber g, Morris,
New York: Basi s Books,

Pp.- 84 TL,
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Beyond the level of an individual's personality and his
"identity", the relationship to one's family is of the most
immediate concern and constitutes the most intensive social
bond. In Kenya, as in most other Sub-Saharan African

" family (hus-

countries, not only is the size of a "muclear
band and wife or wives and their children) usually much

larger than the gize of a nuclear family in Europe for example,
(the main household size in our sample varies between slight-
ly less than eight persons for the Kalenjin and more than
thirteen for the Luyia), but feelings of intensive family‘bonds
often comprise a much larger intra~ and intergenerational

group as well. This is also reflected in the terminclogy used

in these relationships: persons who are known as "cousing",

1 t

"unclesg", "nephews", "nieces" etc. in European countries are
often called "father" or "mother", in Kenya if they belong
to the generation of one's actual parents, or "brother" or

1 t

sister" if they are of the same age group. In each case the
descent from a common, even a somewhat more remote ancestor

is the decisive criterion determining one's family membership
and the kind and degree of one's obligations. There is a good
deal of variation between different ethnic groups in Kenya in
the extent to which these relationship are learned and
perpetuated over a number of generations. We need only to
compare the very strict extended lineage system of the Luo

and the Maasai system of "

systematical forgetting" of one's
ancestors, for example, to illustrate this point.qﬁ But, from
survey material and other sources there do not seem to be
great differences in intensity of feelings towards members

of one's "family" among the different ethnic groups we ana-
lyzed, even if the scope of such relationship, may differ

somewhat.

-

1%) See Part II, chapters 5 ¢ und 7 c¢ above.
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issue: "Those who earn money should share it with all members
of the family"; "Hospitality demands always to give food

and a place to sleep even to more remote relatives"; and,

contradicting the first two statements somewhat "I only care

about myself and my immediate family, the rest must tske care
5 ; 14
of themselves", )

Table IIT, 12: Family relations; by class and ethnic group

Kik. Kem, Mij. Imy. Tuo Kal. Maas. Tot.

61 (100)(100)67 75 77 (23) 67
Offer hospi-
tality 78 (100)(100)92 75 100 100 88
Only care for
immediate

familyvy 50 —— o 50 X7 TToun [ 568 59

e . S t———r v e, Sl 0t e ‘)

Agric.Bour-
geolsie

-~ 446 -
Three items in our survey are most directly related to this
Share money 87 88 86 8o T4 2 81 83

Agric. pro- Offer hog- :
letaroids pitality 8o 9o Boof 85, TP3"cagy onlis 83

Care for imme-~
diate family [57 32 51 22 . 41 63 50

S SRS —e

£
2

Share money |82 82 Tog « GP 76 75 (82)

(9]
(¥

|
|
Offer hos- ‘
pitality B, Ta 8 71 7o (715) 7 .l
Care for imme-|" _

Non-agric.

clagses

(S
25
O

(&%)
N
S
5
)
~J
N
s
N
~—r
Y
I~
N
N—
e
Co

diate family 42 31

Share money [79 87 89 1 B4 n T8 n¥3 8o

Total ffer hos-

pitality 79 86 83 84 175 90 86 82 ‘

are for imme-

iate family K8 30 45 33 39 68 50 43
1

2 Q

Total weighted N: P69 145 9o

(Numbers in parenthesesindicate an N of less than ‘o respon-
dents for a particular sub-category)

R —————— V—— S ——— o e

14) Questions no. 29 a, b and c.




The answers to the first two questions thus were overwhel-
mingly affirmative, while a considerable proportion of our
respondents disagreed with the third one. 5) The variations
by ethnic group are not very pronounced, at least if one
compares the results among the still largely traditional
agricultural proletaroids. The only minor cxceptjon are the
Luo who showed a somewhat lower level of agreement with

our first two statements.

This pattern is affected by the class position of our

o

respondents. Here it becomes apparent that to offer hospi~
tality even to more remote relatives still is accepted by
most members of the agricultural bourgeoisie. To share one's
cash income with them is,on the other hand, much less
accetable to this group. In contrast, in the non agricultural
classes hospitality obviously becomes a greater problem
(living under often quite crowded conditions in town), whereas
the sharing of money with other family members, reflecting
the continuing links between those living in town and their
kin up-country, is agreed to more often. To "care only about
one's immediate family" is also more widespread among the
‘membors of the agricultural bourgeosie. In the non-agri-
cultural classes this afttitude is less common, again possibly
reflecting the more symbiotic relationship between family

members in town and in the rural aresas.

Further controls show that the first item in particular is
strongly related to the sex of our respondents (females
stating much more often that money should be shared by all
family members; r = 0.15, p< 0.001). Age and level of
education, on the other hand, are factors which exercise

relatively little independent influence on these attitudes.

'

15) The inter-item correlations are 0,21 between the first
two statements, 0.06 between the first and the third, and
0.17 between the second and the third one.

e e ————— o - S R oo e e S e
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I
Practically all of our agricultural Kikuyu, Kamba, Iuyia,
Luo, Kalenjin, and Maasai respondents thus are still aware

of their clan membership and know their clan name. Among

the Mij

where a more mixed pattern of clans and line-
ages used to exist before,it was partially superseded by

4

outside factors, this percentage is somewhat reduced. In the
non-agricultural classes, however, knowledge of one's clan
affiliation has decreased in all groups, except for the

Kalenjin and Maasai. These two are also the only groups where
age-set mcmborﬁhjp is still reported by almost all respon-
dents. The Kikuyu and Iuyia occupy an intermediate position

in this regard (almosc half of them still know the name of their
age-set). This percentage has been dr: JLLCUIVhoduccd for the
Mijikenda and Kamba, reflecting the traditionally lower signi-

ficance and the relatively early breakdown of this institution ’
among them. The Luo did not have this form of social organi-

zation.

Age is the strongest positively correlated factor for both

kinds of group membership (r = 0.11, ¢ 0.001 for clans, and
> = t N 9
r = 0.17, p<¢ 0.001 for age-sets lan and age-set membership il
9 1 , b] E_w E
are also reported much more often by males (r = 0.07 and
0.12 respectively), and by those living in the rural areas

(r = 0.29 an 0.09). The level of education of our respondents,

|
!
|
on the other hand, is negatively correlated (r = 0.06, ;
p< 0.05 for clany and r = 0.08, p 0.01 for age-set membership). :
We attempted to assess the comparative importance of tradi- %
tional leadership roles in an indirect manner. When we
asked our respondents, whether they had gone to anyone re-
cently seeking adviccsqg) about one fifth of those who had
done so in our rural sample named a "respected person in the
community" (one third named family members, one fourth friends !
1
\

and neighbors, and one eighth govermment officials such as

-
a

lso

question no. ‘109 by Lerner, Daniel,

|
S v |

2 SR 4 e 7 TV Yrves A ) ;)
Societ lcu 10?1 The Free Press, w

was related to eco-
'hu“ HON of our res

erne d w1lth I)(zhr O~ u] P
educational matters.

rs for
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about one

nomic and financisa
pondents, about one
health problems, an




oy
J
L
i
i

local chiefs). In general, those with a higher level of
education tend to seek advice more often. Those who had

asked "respected persons" for advice tend to be in the

lower educational categories and the more subsistence-oriented
occupations. We could not discern any clear-cut differx ences
between the various ethnic groups because the total number of
respondents in each sub-category was rather small. What seems
to be remarkable, however, is the fact that the category of
"respected person" was not mentioned by any of our respon-
dents in our urban sample (”fami]y” and "friends and
neighbors" with about %5%, and government officials, (15%)
are the categories quoted most often). In both samples the
number of politicians, (e.g. Members of Parliament, or KANU

N\

officials), who are mentioned as advisers, is negligible.

d.) Scope of Soci: Trust:

We then attempted to probe into the scope of social trust a
person might have towards others by posing the gquestion:
"Some people say that most persons can be trusted. Others say g
you can't be too careful in your dealings with other people. ;
How do you feel about it? Can you trust mo;§ people, only a |

/ B |
few people, or don't you trust anybody?" 9) If the middle it
category was chosen, we probed further: "Would you say you ;
trust only members di'5our family, only personal friends, only

members of your age-group, only members of your clan, only

|
|
|
|
|
!
members of your tribe, all Kenyans?" The answers to this

=
')

middle category reveal some interesting distinctions between

the different ethnic groups; these are shown in the following

table:

Insert Table III,14,Restricted scopes of trust;

¢ 19) Question no. 23. 1

20) Only the first answer was recordes in each case,
multiple

3

~
responses were not provided for.
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Tamily members 126 43 51 56

\
-4 e
Table TII,14: Restricted _of trust; by ethnic group: f
Percentage who trust onWV Kik. Kem. Mij. Imy. Imo Ka fMaas, Tot i
Personal friends: 4o 46 29 25

Members of age-group ~, 1 — 1

5

A
s 6

s - e e S S e

Members of clan

Members of tribe 5 1
"|¥~

5 15 (5

A1l Kenyans 19

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
3 N s o 5 s & L iy = 2y €
Weighted N ¢ 112, 82 28 102 {9 62 {3 Hh36

As might bpve been expected, family members and friends

are thought to be most trustworthy in all groups. In compari-
son, other traditional kinshipe structures such as, the "clan",
do not play any significant role. Only for the Maasal and, to
a lesser extent, the Kalenjin do other traditional social M

structures such as "age-sets" still prove to be very impor-

'\J\}'u\)'\
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\
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|
tant. Trust towards all members of one's "tribe" is also rare;

|

|

only the Kalenjin seem to put somewhatl more emphasis on this

213 f l

[ A b 4 . ! - J= £

aspect.” / The possibility 511 Kenyané on the other hand, 1

was chosen, perhaps after some seco ond thoughts, by a small
|

but not very divergent )OJCODt re of all groups, and it seems
P & A=)

that the respondents in this category can more Or less be

grouped with those trusting "most people" except perhaps for

some stronger feeling of sus spicion towards expatriates among

21) It is likely, however, that the term "tribe" in our
question was understood by most of them to refer to the
different sub-groups, as, €.g. tae Nandi, Keyo etc.

S O b] " 9
and not to "the Kalenjin" as a whole. The same 18 pro-
bably true for the "Mijikenda" and "lMaasai' who come \
next in this respect.




them., When we control for 2 number of independent factors posg— ]
Bl s L I s oy SRR PR - S it
sibly influencing t1 attitude it becomes apparent that urben 1

residence and a higher level of education tend to weaken
traditional attachments (e.g. trusting only members of one's

family, clan, age-set or tribe) and that, instead, personal
o

r "all Kenyang" are trusted more often.

At the most general level, too, the existence of feelings of

social trust shows some interesting differences among Kenya's

ethnic groups. In addition to the more general quegtion al-

ready quoted above, we probed for two somewhat more specific

aspects: "Speaking generally, would you say that most people 1
are more jnclincd to help others, or more inclined to loock out
for themselves"™, and "Do you think that most people are trying

1

to take advantage of you, if they get the chance, or would they 1
iP7 )

,\)J

try to be fair. The combined answers to these questions are

s follows:

22) The exact percentages are:
Trusting only:
Respondents with family members personal friends

st e - i S M S A e 7 s 4 T | . ‘
|

14 }‘
16

no
no

no formal education
"

03]

primary

It ik

<D

o =N
~J

secondary

2%) Questions no. 24 a and b, these are s at similar to f

those employed by morris Rosenberg in his "Faith in People" -
B \ 1

scale, cf. his "Misan Lr' py and Poimuma] Ideology" in:

n Sociologi XXI, pp. 690 - 685; and — i
ward Interx narnm“d_ Affairs", |
in: imm_” ] solution, I (1957), pp. 340 - :
245, The associlia betwee Lufzc guestions were rather ‘
ur :.brvc;) too (a value of gamma of 0.24 for
Z
)

America
B LY

/
J1EW 3
JL.)\\;LUI C/T)} ‘

strong in o

questions 2% a and 24 a, and a value of - 0.12 for
questions 23a and 24 b). We did not attempt, however, to
construct a separate coherent scale in this regard.

-

|
|
rural residence y 21 15
urban " 11 20 l
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Percentage who trust Kam. Mij. Luy. Luo Kal. Maas. Tot.

' 5
3 (5 FH00l68 aghey el 53
Nobady % 15 48 10 219 9 23 16

Most people %2 40 51 2e 31 24 14
5

Only few pecople

Percentage who think
Th“t peop ?v:

Help others 29 05 2% 40 20 %6 10 29
Look out for
1}1\ Iri(( .)‘,\"(\r‘

Take advant: 7 5/{ ()

Are fair 26 25 32 200 29 63 4.9 5

)7 60 80 64 90 721
2

S A

Weighted N: 2951 156 96 158 194 Q2 108 1079
(2 - e - ~ o 57 p

(including missing
data)

It seems to be remarkable, that our I
showed the lowest level of general trust and have by far

the highest percentage of those who think that most people

are inclined to look out for themselves. As we have seer
above, .this attitude prevails not only towards outsi ders,
but, to a large extent, towards mem bers of their own ethnic
group as well. The &jkuyu'and Luo are next among those who
indicated high levels of distrist. The Luyia and Kalenjin

seem to be most discriminating as to whom they trust (choosing

heir specific sus-

Fa

the middle category most of

P

ten)? but

)

picion that others take advantage of them is somewhat lower
than that of the groups already mentioned. In the case of
the Kalenjin .an attitude of fairness is expected to prevail

even by a clear majority of our respondents, the only group

to do so in our sample. The Kamba showed , relatively speaking,




the highest levels of trust in a rather consistent manner,
while the findings for the Nigikcnda (the highesu percentage
of "general trust", but rather low scores on the other two
items) are somewhatl ambiguous. Taken altogether, an a ttitude
of general social trust was eXpresscd by somewhat less than

o third of our respondents. If the results in the study by
Almond and Verba, who probe for a similar attitude, are
reliable, this places the population in our sample distinctly
below that of the United States or the United Kingdom, for
example, but far above that of Italy and still somewhe 1t above

. . 24
that of Mexico.

When we introduced a number of controls, it turned out that
the level of education and place of residence influence

the degree of social Trus’ t most strongly across all ethnic
groups. The higher the level of education the more discrimi-
nating were our respondents (62% of those with secondary
education choosing the middle category of question 2% com-
pared to 48% for the i1literates); the number of those
"trusting nobody" increased as well (from 15 to 20%). In town
the level of distrust is also much hipher (25% "trusting
nobody") than in the country-side (14%). These results are
rather consistent for all ethnic groups, the differences
between them tend to disappear in the urban setting. Other
factors which might potcm+ ially affect this & ttitude, €.8-
sex, age, or religion did not prove to be significant when

we checked their influence within each ethnic group.

e.) Ethnic Tdentity:

In our search for distinct levels of social identification
25)

we now come to the level of ethnic (or "tribal") identity.

cf. Almond and Verba, op. cit., p.213

. term see also footnote 15 el

"he "tribal element in the
ussed, for P“aane in some of the
ume Luited by Gulliver, P. H.
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As we pointed out in the preceding part, none of the
I P I Y

| 3 .

present main ethnic groups in Kenya constituted a single

e
Foll ' | 5
/ There

coherent social and political unit in the past.
are, however, some remarkable differences in the degree

of cohesion and homogeneity which traditionally existed

in these societies and a certain rank-order can be estab-
lished in this respect. Thus it can probably be said that
the Kikuyu and Kamba, despite regional variations, traditio-
nally showed the greatest degree of social unity. Next are

the Maasai and Luo, who, despite consisting of distinct "sub--
trih@s” in the uasi3 demonstrate a great measure of cultural

similarity and who have always been known to members of
these groups themselv and to outsiders by a common

name. They are followed by the Mijikenda and Abaluyia

are composod of still rather distinct sub-groups and
have come te be known by a common designation only in the
relatively recent past. The least coherent group, finally,

1y

are the "Kalenjin" who comprise people showing a considerable

cultural variety and great differences in their dominant

modes of production. Their common name also is the most

recent and, quite clearly, the most artifical omne.

All these groups, however, have developed a certain measure
of "ethnic identity" and they are perceived as distinct com-

prehensive social units at least in their relationships
towards each other. In this sense "tribalism" must be seen
and understood as a modern phenomenon operating in a new
social and political context and not merely as an atavistic
feature. Thus it is not surprising that feelings of ethnic

identity have persisted and in some cases even increased in

27)

modern urban environments, for example, and that ethnic

AS)
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See the respective sections in Part II above.
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groups still constitute the most "natural™ social unit with

which people identify when they are acting in certain com-

petitive situations. The degree of shown by

each group and the loyalties which any parti-
cular situation depend however very much on the actual cir-
cumstances. If "tribalism" is understood in this way, i
not only an "evil power" which causes nepotism, corruption
and a great deal of social strife, but it is also, to a
certain extent, a constructive force, the effectsz of which
have to be assessed quite realistically in a lax ger "plura-
3
listic" social and political setting. 28) When no i’culin{j:rsf of

identity

superiority or dominance are implied,

and heritar f each group can become a valuable factor enrich-

ing. the cultural diversity of a " nation as a whole,

Again our "measuring devicesg" assessing the degree of ethnic
identity of each group are somewhat inade 2quate, but at least
some preliminary insights can be gained from the answers to
one of the items in our survey: "I cannot imagine to be any-

the res L)OHH(,H’

r_”

thing else than a ..." (The ethnic group of
had to be inserted here by the interviewer). The strongest

agreement was expressed by our Kamba respondents (more than
85%), while the rest did not diverge greatly from the mean
of almost 70%. This sense of ethnic identity among the Kamba,
if we can interpret it as such, remains at a consistently
high level, even after several controls (age, sex, level of
education, religion, occupation and social "class" of our
respondents) have been imposed. In all ethnic groups this
variable is most strongly influenced by the level of edu-

cation of our respondents (diminis shing from a high of 76%

28) For a Jmﬂa"' pojn‘t of wm,

i
I\c~ _)\ 18 I,
= |
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among 1lliterates to 67% for those wi

place of residence (those in the urban arcas ranking con-
=
U

sistently lower in their expression of ethnic identity, than
=0
56%

to one of the "African Independent" churches rather than to

4 13 ™MI1Yreae ~ 11T & - o 1107 \ 5T 5 4
thelr rural counterpart: ared to 71%), Affiliation

9

4 8

one of the missions, and t

foi

1e social class of our respondents
(u.g. proletaroid substistence farmers ranking higher than
the prog

this attitude, while sex or age donot have ar

ey

ressive "agricultural also influence

=y

on our results. All these findings are more or less in line
o i 31)
with various previous hypotheses of social changes.” -

£ -

Another measure employed in our study, a scale of "social

ryLiein ache ) LT ey A B 4 e
distance", light on a different aspect of

(

main thrust was directed at ana-
{f) ~

. . § Ve . 4
inter- ethnic relstions Sl T

ethnic ide

xres Moer 4.3 37 a1 - T - - £
lysing particular aspects of

opens some interesting insights into the d@g?oo of CthHCw

centrism of each group as well. When we add up the mean scores

of the members of each group indicating the "distance" they

L
expressed towards the other peoples we are able to construct
an index which reflects to a certain extent the intensity
of social identification one has with one's own ethnic group.

The scores obtained in this way are reported in the following

Insert Table IIT.17:
9

/O) Tor bhlf terminology see also Part I above.

31) Cf., e.g., Geertz, Clifford, "The Integr
Primordial Sentiments and u1\11 Politics
idem (ed. 4 Societi ~ 5
Free Press, ould :
supplementary to otncrs whi omnha&.”o Lh possibil
of continuing or even iMCJ(nsiﬁr 00h111CL5 WOWﬁ
cial " lines. Cf., e.g., Wvlson, Pm%@”j
"Modernization and Tﬁle Polit:

Perspektive", in: A
vol. LXIV, No. 4, December

ative Revolution-
i

(9]

\
W York: The

S S
@

as b 3,_'1;; only

/

S 1 o : T, SO & b s o ia

,/‘7,') These are based on the answers to our I)()p(, 1 (\1 e L“njf)(x soci ]
1 atann iy ¥ (AausetsS~a 29Y : 5 S

distance-scale" (question )R/, see also our *Methodo logical

T.J States", in:

H‘VJ@V




Table [T,17: Bel s of ethnic groups:

rm
A
no
&
no

This pattern remaing significant even
number of controls. We think that these
ntal to our other findi

contradictory or reinforcing, because

L% sy e

identity may very well coincide with a
exclusiveness", as seems Lo be

a6 (“_/.‘A'\.’l.i.,‘_]_(#'r The I.\.d],\,.l!(J.L_f,l and ,the Maasa

NI

ence Tor social relations centering around one's own eth

Zroup «

One social bond which potentially can transcend traditional

communal ties and ethnic identities is membership in a reli-

gious community. While traditionelly in Kenya, as well as
"\_L

in most other parts of Africa, the particular characteristics

of a cious beliefs coincided with those of his

LG group, 2) church vations today are cut across

[ —

ethn

the different oepoles create divisions within them.

o

This spread of "modern" religious groups, however, 18 still

rather uneven. Most of the pastoralict peoples, for example,

34) Cf., e.g. Adorno et al., Op.
g 4 o= 1 -1 -3 o ¢ Framion X & dodi man et Pt Faf wratama 1
25 ) 1oae the sections on traditional beliel systems 11

hE 5]
Part II above.




have been left out so far, and some religious communities
are heavily concentrated in certain regions and among
ethnic groups. Muslims among some of the Mijikenda peoples

and other groups living in the coastal area for instence.

Nevertheless. distinctions between religious communities
.) o
have emerged which are independent of the ethnic orgin of their
members and which have led to special group identifications.
Our means of assessing the magnitude of such feelings may not
> O © J
be very accurate, but as was the case with the expressions
of ethnic identity, at least some clues to religious exclu-
siveness can be gained from answers to our "social distance"
_ &) e ot
ale.”>’ The average mean: scores of soclal distance ex-
pressed towards members of other religious groups thus indicate

a certain degree of "self-centeredness" for each group:
5 5

Table ITTI,17: Self-centeredness of religious

li-jAfrican |
S Indepen-

Catho-| Ang
al 1e
dents tians

lies ca

)=
)
ad

religion

Average mean .
of .)\)C‘J"] dis- g [
tance towards

all other reli-
gious groups 0,9 0,7 0,8 0,8 i ¥ 1,4

The scores here are generally lower than those £ pound for
ethnicity, which confirms the more general observation that
religious divisions are, at least as ye®, of relatively little
importance in Kenya's society although some political divi-

=

sions based on religion exist within certain ethnic groups.

36) Cf. the section of question i igious
groups. Some aspects of the actual content ol “the re?lvlous
beliefs of our respondents are discussed in the next
chapter below.

of Nandi politics

37) Cf., e.g., the discusgior ‘ s in The Weekly
7. and the letters to the editor on this topic,
articularly in the issues of February 14, 21 and 28, 1977.
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This in contrast, for example, to neighboring Uganda, not

to speak of religiously quite strongly

such as the Netherlands and Germany or,

>latively high score for those with no formal

extent by the coinci-

explained to a large
dence of this feature with a high sense of ethnic self-
centeredness, particularly among our Maasai respondents.

The differences the other religious communities show

tendenciles tow greater or lesser exclusiveness; the
slightly higher figure for Catholics (compared to members of

4= R DAt atarn t R .
the "Protestant" churches) anc

(&1

the even higher score for

Muslims can be taken as indications of this

When we control for ethnic group, level of educ stion, sex,
2z 9 7 |

wee. and social class, it turns out that ethnic affilistion
C 9 9

3 4+ ol B 51 8 roaot *arntnTmr lenc ‘e tThe M etance e (o Al Y11 o s
is the strongest factor influencing the distance ol our res-
4 P R e o P Ather eldes olle oTOUDS
P yondents Irom members O_i oLaer reli &2 QUS &1 Ohiu.,x
/\“)))
almost one fifth of the wvariance for practically all scores.-

The differences by religion within each ethnic group, and
in each religious group remain signi-

+h of both faetors.

the ethnic diff
ficant, indicating the independent strengl
Education, another significant factor, shows a curvilineax

relationship: Those having a medium (i.e., in our case, pri-

b 1

education showed the least distancej; those

mary) level of
with secondary education became scmewhat more discriminating;

4 2

those with no formal education at all showed most discrimi-

O

nation. Males showed considerably less distance towards members

of other religions than females. Age and social class, on the

other hand, hardly influenced this attitude.

%8) For example a value of et_a squared of O. 18 for our

= 1
ye . L =
score for catholics.




{;) Class Consciousness:

The most important factor cutting across ethnic and other
communal ties in modern societies is membership in a social
which is characterized by common interests and

aspects of life-style. While problems of social inequality
have been discussed by political theorists of all times, it
was, of course, Karl Marx who employed the notion of class.

He mamphasized the dynamics resulting from different patterns

of class interactions in the course of economic and social

developments as a central explanatory concept in his theory

1

of political development and in his philosophy of history
as a whole )9> Today much literature deals with the concept
of "class" and problems of social stratification in general,
stressing definitions based on different objective and. sub-
Jjective factors and different methods of empirical investi-
gation. I'or our purposes we prefer to employ the notion of

class in its "obJjective" meaning based on the differential

access to the ownership of the means of production and

40)

authoritative decision-making power over them. The question,

o e e i e e e et

39) Marx formulated his basic axiom most succinctly jn the
preface to his Zur Kritik der Politischen Okonomie: "In
the social produc LJOZJ‘"?:;‘H'C'ZT men carry on they enter into
definite relations that are indispe nsable and indepen-
dent of thcﬁr \iJl these relations of production corres-
pond to a definite stage of development of their material
powers of DHDdlﬁLiql, The sum total of these relations of
production constitutes the economic structure of society
the real foundati ion, on which rise legal and political
uupo~0'ructuvzﬂ and to which correspond definite forms of

g is. The mode of production in material

he general character of the social,

and spiritual processes of life. It is not the

consciousness of men that de tcrmines their existence,

but, on the contrary, their soclal existence determines

their consciousness". First pullL ncc 1UFQ Tn“lLuh trans-

lation from Feuer, Lewis S. (ed.), by d

Writings on Polit ale P%jW““O?H”

1950, p. 4%, our

consc iou

40) See also our discussion of di fferent ””h?’ ctural appro-
aches to the analysis of the ia es of politics
and our outline of the "class ]:;z.uxtcrr.x," we employ in this
study in Part I above
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li&,w.‘r'\’(!,i‘., whether persons who OH(]L‘C“U.L\TL?l Y '.)C-‘_v,Oui?, tO a certain

= L e ARk 5 W o § - S A AT it
class (i.e. who in Marx lass in itself")

act on this basgis

actually are conscious

is an oruwj;i}czft problem; it cannot be resolved a priori by

1 1%

& BT e S E I O P S O
in a solidaristic manner (i.e. constitute a "class for itsel

A

merely cal fi.i:sag: all discrepancies between objective conditions

- e e, TIRC gl S o S o To, e e SO e 1 . st
and subjective sentiments a "false consciousness". At least

in short term analyses subjective interpretations of exis-

tence have to be considered a factor potentially as importa

)
as objective interests in determini political actions, no

!

1is held to be the

matter whether the first or the

original and independent variable.

Thus we are faced with the diffic

of class consciousness and potenti
ful and empirical way. This poses even greater problems
in the case of ethnic or other communal identifications,
because it cannot be assum gd that the units of suc
Ly

minds of our responﬁcnts prior to our own investigation.

existed except in some very rudimentary form

Thinking in terms of belonging to the "lower middle class",

4ﬂ)

"upper class" etc. is alien to African tradition. A self

I “".‘

assessment given in response to a questionnaire phrased in
these terms cannot solve the original dilemma of determinin
the subjective sentiments of membersci
social groups. We, therefore, probed for class identificati

indirectly. When we stratify the a

1swers of respondents
according to objectively determined class criteria some
interesting differences both within and among the ethnic
groups become apparent. While the influence of "class" as a
independent factor is considered in the analysis of all the

4

variables in this study we limit our discussion at this plac

fferent "structural"
1e - social b°“'s of poli-

approaches to the cnwL sis
tics “the "class pattern” we employ
t

tics and our outline of

im this

v

task of assessing feeli

Ly

solidaritiy 1in a meaning

or

=

objectively identified

on
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Percen- |Non- |[Agric.|Sala~{Pro- }Non- Agric.|Sub~- | Stu- |To-
tage who|agric.|bourg.|riat |leta- 5 prole-|pro- |dents|tal

le—
tarl-—|

(27) 18 42 40 (28) 27 2D 54 36

Don't I
know | =-- (2) | -- (1) _— (6) — — 2

100 100 | 100 | 100 100 100 | 100 100 | 100
N 11 60 60 | 114 25 187 54 25 | 546

(Numbers in parentheses indicate a N of less than 10 respon-

dents in a particular sub-category)

The members of both the non-agricultural and agricultural bour-
geosie and the self-employec :nor.l_--'p‘r*olu:'i:a'roj(*If;: thus showed the
highert level of agreement on this issue. Respondents be-

cing to the proletariat, salariat, or the agricultural pro-

letaroids, on the other hand, tended to disagree with this

n
—
s‘J

tement much more often. The number of those who answered
"don't know" is highest among the agricultural proletaroids.

44) The low number of members of the "capitalist" and the
"gtate classes" in our sample did not warrant their in-
Jusion here. In Kenya's scciety as a whole these groups
only constitute a very s‘:uﬂ.l 1 fraction. We did not over-
sample this category, however because we are more inter-
ested at this place in the "mass" aspects of Kenya's
political culture. For the ex act specific: l:‘ion of our
sample see also the "Methodologi cal Appendix" below.




All these results seem to conform with generally held ex-

I

pectations conce the functiong and relative value of

ins largely con-

)

labor in these es. This pattern rema

Ul

tent, even after imposing a number of controls, e.g. as
etc. A differentiation by ethnic groups, reveals
that this pattern of class stratification is significant conly

within the Kikuyu, Mijikenda and Luyia groups, and not among

the Kamba, Iuo, Kalenjin The Kikuyu and Luyia
le differences between the "agricultu
» agreeing) and the C\{';.'“'_‘...Cl.ll tural
xgrcc;l?*gg). In addition, the pa

Kikuyu is characterized by rela-

by the salariat and proletariat
(Onl v 46 and 51% agreeing respectively). The ILuo are rather
low in all classes (between 45 and 50% agreeing).
hen we asked the more specific question, "some people think
that businese firms make too much money while not paying
enough to their workers, others think that they pay fair wages
and make a fair profit. What is your opini "")/li”) more oI
less the same relative class positions PZI"'(“\rilfj.:]_C(}_ (although, in
absolute terms, the number of those who said that firms do
not pay enough was much higher than those who disagreed with

the previous statement):

Insert Table 1T 192




A
- L0000 =
|
|
|

Percen-

tage agric. sta~| agric Y
vho bourg. riat }prole- le
turoinnlidn tari+
" T T T S

\n
\O
Ul
@¢)

(22) 58 66 66 52 58 0%

- s 5 . ik )
Wwages (67, %0 41 %0 (%32) 28 4.3 41 %%

Don't
know v

100 100 100 | 100 | 100
N: 9 59 61 | 116 25

() | (18) | (am)

(Numbers in narentheses indicate a N of less than 10

J .

in a particular sub-group )

-

Our controls also work in the same direction as before:

TIn ethnic terms class stratifi i cation remains significant only
within the Kikuyu and Luyia groups. Within classes ethnic
differences maintain their importance among members of the

agricultural bourgeoisie and the agricultural proletaroids.

In each case the observed variations tTe end to support our

3 ey emaTka
preceding remarxs.

Another question relating to a basic feature of Kenya's

economic systém ("Should property in land be communal, that

} W

. belong to a tribe, a whole village, the government oI a

larger group of people, or pI ivate, that is belong Tto one
)/JL )

did not reveal the expected

person or One family onl

W
§
.

46) Question no.
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come appé

Table

Percentags
favor ol

46 -

are in favor of land

o

ffilations,

3

)
Ch

some basic differences be-

however

rent:

owner-

re0l18l¢€ iy r - ! St i
& ship 22 —_ —— 42 (%8 52 (25) AU
Private 78 | (100)(100) 58 50 L6 6%
Don't
N A0 -
know atdr acofniande (12} - | (19) (3

Agric. pro-
letaroids

classes

64

Private 8% 79 5 49 55 36 U6 64
Dontt
know (%) & (1) | (5) 13 (&) 6

o
et

78

|

2

2

Communal
Private

Don*t

know

. i ) e 4 SIPSTEL S- TSS A—
Communal| 19 17 25 36 34 ol 4 30
Total Private 80 76 76 61 56 49 50 66
Dontd
know | (1) Y (1) 1 (3) | 10 - | 4
N¢ 2751 156 96 | 158 194 108 92 NoY9
(Numbers in paranthese indicate an N of less than 10 resp ondents

ticular sub-categor

'if\

J /




W ¢ F 3 Vg1 B i, nAd M3 34 lrend:
The Kikuyu, Kamba and Mijikenda
preference of private I and owner

Tuo take an intermediate positic

first five groups are not really

highest preferenc ownership) seemg to lend sup-
S - R -1 " T G 0 S e oo o L - oot

port to the proposition that eccnomlc modernization (at least

unagey preseiil clrcumstances 1n aAenya)

works towards a greater acceptance of private land fuueﬂfqip

Fr s i man B wal B rodtiet i o)
in agricultural production.

as r;‘u,c,]w should not run completely unabated, however, is

Q

xpressed in the response to our next question:

"Do you think people should be allowed to own as much land
as thev can afford or no more than they themselves ¢
Phe response is quite similar for all classes and

ents stated that people should

not be allowed own more land than they can cultivate them-

selves. Between ethnic groups some differences persist, however,

S,

confirming to a certain extent our previous observations:

——————— e ———— e e S TS

47) This question, perhaj been modified re-
ferriz ivate or communal owiner of ecattle for
t’hc : . > our respondents in order to see

towards private property of the: ir means

ion more cl early.

hould have

48) See Part II, section b of ea ch yter above.




(k. Kam, Mij. Tuy. Iwo
Unregstricted
it 5 gl o aa = S - = 7Y o0
Bl 0. nEEllge SVRERERLD 42 5 49 20 33 (eT) 22
Ep e e Qe D=

I b 6 41 65 67 46 b4

taroids hesb ‘
3)  (10) (15) == (27)

riected 531 4
Don't know (73 ol

Unrestricted |50 (50) (100) 50 (25) 3¢
O

Restricted hio
Don't know

41 (64) .22 3o

lasgses Restricted 69 59 {36 “Fate fo 63 (89

Unrestricted |29

Don't know

Unrestricted |37

Total+) Rastricted |6o 50 38 64 68 56

_ geprediwmtboknew sholfg o (@Y s W 8)

" - = . o "y
S 2/5 156 96 158 19H 95 10&

Total weighted T

+) Including students

(Numbers 4n parentheses indicate an N of less than 10 respondents

for a particular sub-cate gory)

Thus, those groups who are most in favor of private land-

ownership (i.e. the Kikuyu, Kamba and Mijikenda) also tend

to be for the unrestricted ‘individual acquisition of land,
the others support this idea to a much lesser extent. The
position among the Kikuyu and Luyia seems to depend most

- o

while’

strongly on the social class ol our respondents, which again

lends support to some of our earlier remarks concer 11ng

these groups (the number of members of the agricultural bour-

geoisie among the Mijikenda in our sample really is too small

to warrant any meaningful differentiati ons).
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= att+emnt ¢ 111y the
A we agttempt TO sum up chne
ions on. certain key 1ssue

economic

order reflect ob

ences. Sentiments expressed by the proletariat the agri-
cultural bourgeoisie and the etaroids differ
from those in other "classes". Within ethnic (.;wz‘oup:e: class
differentiations are most pronounced

among the latter these coin
with variations between the more
and the less ’;"\("15)111 ated parts, as

RIS T T PN e
2Ten’t (_EIU\(, sSTLONS puv

or less, tend

perhaps be interpreted to estab.
i

do not demonstrate that an actual class

s solidarity exists among those in the

that would make them true "classes in

) o gl b gmm S T D TS| e b UV ol
But at least some latent and significent

LA U b

hoe (']\(\"’ +A oyl at be- ~an moemhoare of the TaTrl olle
be shown TO eX1st De tween memnoers o1 cne vari1ous

s based on objective differences in interest, which

can lead to the emergence of actual conflict groups in the fu-

ture. The chance of this happening depends on their avility

‘hemselves on this basis and to actually employ

5 g : P
t potentials. 1) Opportunities in this regard seem

their
to be best for the urban proletariat and the agricultural

bourgeoisie who have already organized themselves to a cer-
tain extent (in trade unions, marketing societies etc.), and

who through their links with the national and international

economy (e.g. as producers of major export crops) posSsess a
considerable conflict potential. The position of the agri-

this term ¢f., e.g., Nunnally, Jum C.,
New York: Mc Graw-Hill, 1967, pp. 83 ff
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chances of each group.

proletaroids, on the

cally non
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nfliet groupe. The

lepend to a larpge extent on

the coming years and decades
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Our final unit of identity is that of the "nation-state”.

nent which culminated 1n

L » s g S
ial community
becC

emulated. In some parts of

: t 1 b o noreT 11n3 G
1’><3{t‘;,jmi! ng to be transcended by an even larger univt (like,

possibly, a federation of European states); in other regions

the very step of achieving this kind of national _1_.*_-11,(“,_(_(.-1.(&

is vet to be taken and constitutes a matter of foremos
g

concern. At the same time,
that while some of the "“obj
essential to the process
common economy, common ethnic

may greatly facilitate tThe

common object, the nation, which

3 - 4= e ~ N "
el 1 Thls process,

{ 2 Jh eh MmMsv he '5/1“ C)
jer, which may Dbe the
which causes

to escape

i 4
ctatn
suva Ll

is one of the objects with which such an identification has

most commonly been t a certain stage of eco-

nomic and political

54) We have g g
referring to the

Proble-
' 1<)W\x!<*“

55)
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sms to be an indication of

& - 5 LTS i ¢

chantment with central political institutions in

the relative isolation and

proud of
some secondary education, where this figure drops to only

11% compared to 41% for illiterates). Answers mentioning the

G il e et 3 e T TSt =
ject remain rather stable,

)

natural environment -or some other ob;

Bt
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