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1 Commitment

We recognize the importance of research data and software for our research pro-
cesses and classify the publication of research data and software as an essential
part of scientific publishing activities. To this end, we, as a research alliance, support
our researchers in the handling of data and software in accordance with the FAIR prin-
ciples, in agreement with the DFG code of conduct “Guidelines for Safeguarding Good
Research Practice”. In cooperation with our institutions and scientific communities,
we provide adequate research data management tools and services and enable our
researchers to use them. In doing so, we prefer to build on existing offers and, in turn,
strive to adapt them to our needs. We seek measures to define and ensure the quality
of our research data and software. We prefer to use existing data/metadata standards
and will collaborate with relevant national and international initiatives for the creation
and implementation of new standards whenever possible. We follow developments
in the field of research data and software management and review emerging recom-
mendations and guidelines for their feasibility in a timely manner.

2 Origins and purpose

This commitment originated from a virtual strategy workshop “Data and software
management in large research alliances”. The Stuttgart Clusters of Excellence
SimTech1 and IntCDC2 organized the workshop to discuss on a strategic level the
current status and future of research data management and research software de-
velopment in large DFG-funded research alliances such as Clusters of Excellence and
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Collaborative Research Centres. International perspectives of research data manage-
ment, the structures within the consortium and their embedding in the institution and
funding landscape were highlighted. The focus was on exchange and the common
interest in adequately managing research data and software. During the workshop,
the idea of the commitment and a first text proposal were presented and iterated with
the help of the participants. Afterwards, the text was finalized and the project was
presented to the spokespersons of the alliances. In the course of this, the intended
purpose of the commitment was also completed:

• In the EXC applications in particular, RDM is part of the very broad management
section and thus varies greatly across the applications. By making this commit-
ment, the signatory alliances are sending a signal that they recognize the impor-
tance of this topic and that they are takingmeasures to address this importance.

• In many cases, the alliances have already built up a high level of competence in
this area. The commitment shows that the alliances will contribute this compe-
tence and can andwant to actively shape the future of RDM together with explicit
RDM initiatives such as the NFDI or EOSC.

• In a current impulse paper of the DFG3 with recommendations for the recently
started legislative period of the Bundestag, the topic is given a high priority
with the impulse “Designing research data management to be sustainable in the
long term”. The DFG funding program “Information Infrastructures for Research
Data”4 was also recently updated. Through their commitment, the consortia sig-
nal that they support these current developments and can act as research nuclei
for further initiatives.
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3https://www.dfg.de/download/pdf/presse/20210505_pm_impulspapier_legislaturperiode.pdf
(latest access: 04.02.2022).

4https://www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/infrastruktur/lis/lis_foerderangebote/
forschungsdaten/ (latest access: 04.02.2022).
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