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Knowledge Production in the Arab World 
provides a wealth of vital and useful 
insights on the dynamics of research in the 
Arab region. This meticulously well-
researched volume is an inside look at 
what goes on behind the doors of Arab 
universities, research centers, and policy-
makers’ saloons to find “exits” or possible 
ways out of the current research impasse. 
The book, authored by Sari Hanafi, a pro-
fessor of sociology at AUB (American 
University of Beirut), and Rigas Arvanitis, a 
sociologist at IRD (Institut de Recherche 
pour le Développement), examines the 
factors that render research in the Arab 
world an irrelevant andineffective experi-
ence, a difficult mission, or ‘an/the impos-
sible promise’ at national, regional, and 
global levels. In contrast to the optimistic 
views—funded by some Arab govern-
ments—that promote globalized models of 
the knowledge economy as the simple 
solution to the Arab knowledge produc-
tion crisis, the authors believe this is “noth-
ing but a rhetorical tool” to obscure reality. 
A careful reading reveals that the objec-
tive of this impressive project is not to 
locate failures or celebrate successes but 
to “pursue the retrospective in search of 
the prospective”.
To achieve the book’s promise, the 
authors, both of whom have longstanding 
experience in undertaking research in this 

field, review their sources, evaluate the 
reliability and validity of the research 
methodologies and methods available 
(in-depth interviews, online survey-ques-
tionnaire, census, desk review, case study), 
and provide appropriate criteria for their 
interrogations and choices. Considering 
its appendices, bibliography, and index, 
this book would be helpful for undergrad-
uate and postgraduate students, academ-
ics, or research agencies interested in 
developing a sophisticated study on 
research in developing countries, educa-
tional sociology, policy studies, and devel-
opment studies. 
The authors’ arguments and style(s) of 
writing are unpretentiously clear, and the 
structure and organization of the book is 
polished. The book is divided into two 
parts: The first comprises four chapters 
(with compelling conclusions in each of 
their sub-sections) on the architecture and 
typology of Arab research systems, the 
growth of research publications’ (consid-
ering issues of diversified specializations, 
citations and ranking, and local-regional-
international scientific partnership),  
and the complementary interrelations 
between Arab society, political-economic 
policies, universities, and research. The 
second part focuses on the characteristics 
of Arab social research, the marginaliza-
tion of the Arabic language, and refer-
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ences among researchers in sociology, 
imperialism of academics and experts, 
and academic policies of disengagement 
from the public debate (taking Lebanon as 
an example). 
Finally, the authors’ thorough and percep-
tive analysis in this well-documented, 
coherent, and functional piece of scholar-
ship offers an engaging vision of the 
future—to transcending the ‘impossible’.

review 150

Sultan Al-Maani
 
Professor of Epigraphy and the Ancient 
Near Eastern Civilizations. Education: 
Ancient Semitic Inscriptions, Freie
Universität Berlin, Germany. Dissertation: 
„Nordjordanische Ortsnamen:
eine etymologische und semantische 
Untersuchung“. M.A. in Archaeology
and Semitic Cultures, Yamouk 
University, Irbid, Jordan. Thesis: “Allat: 
An Epigraphical Approach, A study on 
Allat in the Safaitic Inscriptions” B.A. in 
Arabic Language and Literature, Jordan 
University, Amman, Jordan. He currently 
works at Hashemite University, Faculty of 
Queen Rania of Tourism and Heritage, 
Zarqa, Jordan.
email: maani@hu.edu.go 
 

ISSN: 2196-629X
http://dx.doi.org/10.17192/
meta.2017.9.7341


